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Study begins
on nongame,
endangered fund

The Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department his contracted with a
consuluing firm 1o review promodion
and 11|;:rh1;l.ang programs  for ihe
department’s Special Nongame and
Endangerad  Species  Conservation
Fund

Fellens, Lacy and Gaddis Marker.
img Consyltants of Austin will review
elfonrts of the department’'s Wildlife
Diviseon to develop nongame wildlife
conservation programs and identify
more ellective r‘.ll'l-i"il.l'lp wurces, siid
Dr. Bruce Thompson, program leader
for nongame and endangered wildlife

The special fund was created by
the Tews Legislaure o provide
tands for nomgame ad endangered
species research and conservation,
habitat acquisition and dd,"-l:lnpml:ﬂl:.
and  dissemination of information
Income sources daring 1985 and 1986
were highly variable, Thompson said,
making program development diffi
cult because of vear-to vear unpre
dictabilhity

Thompson said the special fund
fives Texans the opportunity to help
support the state s valuable nongame
wildlife resources. Individual dona-
tions and purchases of an print,
stamps and decals will help determine
the level of conservation activities in
Tenas, he said

Program activities currently
underway include routine assistance
with pui‘l!l-l. ingquiries aboul nongame
wildlife, bald eagle marking, water
bird management, reptile and am-
phibian surveys, endangered fish
moniinng, wildlife inventory on
management arcas and a wide vanety
of effors in restoning endangered
species in Texas. For more informa
tion, call wll-free 1-800-792-1112, or
contact the Nongame and Endangered
Species Program, TPWD, 4200 Smith
School Road, Austin, Texas 78744

Softball, volleyball tournaments
planned weekend of county fair

The Columbus Softball Associa-
oo will sponsor their foarth annual
showpich sofiball wumament Sep-
tember 11, 12 and 13, the weekend of
ine Colorado County Fair. This year's
plans include 1 men’s slowpitch woft.
hall wourmament and a maxed volley
ball toumament.

The wournaments will be slaved al
the Ciolumbus Community park, lo-
cated at the mtersection of Mon-
tezuma Sireet and Legion Drive, adja-
cent 1 the Colorado County Faer
g rowmnds

Darecung the sofiball wurnament
will be Wayne McMurnry, Pral Reyno
and Thomas Quintero of the Houston
Uimpires Association. Enay fee is
§100 per iam for the slowpitch, red
dot, double-elimanabon, ASA event
Romters will be himitad 1o 16 plavers
Deadline for registration will
be Fridav, September 4.

The vallevball tgmament will be
held Sunday, Seplember 11 on the
park grounds adjacent o the softball
field. Entry fee is $15 per weam for the
double-elimination, co-ed event
Rosters will be himited 10 eight
plavers. Deadline for registra-
thon ks Friday, September 4.

Participants will be interested 1o
inow that the Colorado County Fair
Assog iaton has a wide armay of enier-
imnmeni scheduled for evervone's
empoyment ncluding a hivestock
show, exhiai, carmival, live enter

tuners, country siorg, L'L'-ilhn]-: Gy
test, art and photography contest,
quéen ' § contest, parade and more
Further information about  the
tournaments may be obtained by con
tnng Rusty Neuendorfl. or Curtiss

Schonenburg at (409) 732-2362
Monday through Friday betweéen B
am. and 6 p.m. Weekend or evening
inguiries may be direcied ro Beverly
Anderson at 7126040 o Marian
Werland ot 732-6373

Dredging of McCreary Lake

Turl Grass Farms of Eagle Lake began dredg-
ing McCreary Lake, located directly behing Delta
Savings, last Friday. The pholo above shows the
farms crew onthe dredge boat pumping the muck
fram the lake. Piclured below shows the muck

being pumped in the retaining pond that was built a
couple of months ago for this purpose . Bill Minar,
manager of the grass larm, and Stacy Muelier,
superintendent, report once the pumping begins on
afull scale, the project will take at least 90 days for
completion.

Wildlife food plots permitted on CRP acreage

US. Department of Agriculiure
(USDA) officials have announced
that establishment of annual waldlife

White-winged dove sanctuaries closed

 Junters rllnll'll'llﬂ"' I PAIUCIPAte n
the special whig-winged dave hunt-
ing season Sepiember 5.6 and 1213
are reminded that the whilewing sanc
tuary svstem 15 still in effect

The sanctuaries are localed along
the Rio Grande in Starr, Hidalgo and
Cameron Counves. Poruons of the

Raiders to host

Channelview

The Rice High School Raider
freshmen, JV and varsity foiball
teanms will host Channelview this Fr.
day, August 28 for their second scrim-
mage pame this season, The games
will beg ~at S p

Lasi Fndug, !.ht foothall teams
traveled o Kincaid and the coaches
said they were pleased with the wams
Profress

Fans are encoaraped (o support (he
Rmders!

rone are closed i huntng on aliemai-
INg years

Ron Genrge, dove program leader
for the Texas Parks and Wildlife
Department, saud Sancary “B” 15
chosed this year and all odd-numbered
Vears.

Hunters also are renminded thar

Appraisal district

Six tax suit judgments were ugned
August 12 by District Judge Gus
Strauss for collaction of -.1-:J.Jru'r“-:1r
tines wgllimg $4.638 36, Colorado
County Central Appraisal Disonci
filed on six cases with the City of
Weimar joining in on five of thise
Canes

Defendants and the amounts they
(we p!u- counl costs, mieresi a er
attorney s fees include: Freddie W
liams, $718.48, C.A.D, and $248.7 I'.
ety of Weimar, Paul J. Raube Ir
§257.94, CA.D. and $41 .8 iy

they are required 1o possess a $6 Sae
White-winged Dove Stamp in addi

ton 1o a valid huniing lcense W ke
whitewings anywhere in Texas. Alsio
one fully-feathered wing must remain
attached 1o the carcass of any dowve -
ken anywhere in the South Zone dur

ing the special whitewing season and
the regular mourming dove season

files 6 tax suits

Weimar; Ray Garcia, $436.88
C.AD.: Melvin Scott, e al
$L11S 13, CAD, and $191 31, citv
of Wermar; Rhodie Woodson, e al
72665 C. AL, and B4 32,77, city ol
Weimar, Themrssa Glenn, 165 il
C.AD. and $102.80, city ol Weimar

-

fond plots (Conservation Practice CP-
12 will now be permitied under the
Conservation Reserve Program
(CRIM

Ron Ceorpe, federal farm pro-
pram coordinator for the Texas Parks
and Wildlife Depanment. said this
modification should rake an already
excellent program even pettér.

The CRP, patterned after the “Soil
Bank” program of the 19505 and early
1360, 1w desipned o reduce soil éno-
gion by removing highly-erodible
cropland from production and placing
I ungder some type ol permancnt vege
tative cover including grasses, lep
urnes, shrubs and trees,

This permanent vegetabion pro-
vides excellent nesting. loafing and
e ape cover Tor wildhile, but it often
i Lacking inwildlife food. “The provi-
sion for establishing annual wildiife
foind plots should help resolve this
problem,” Georpe shid
o more than 10 percent ol a

farm"s CRP acreage may be planted ir
annual wildlife food plots, and e
single plot can exceed 10 acres insize
Ceorge said farmers will not receive
cost-sharing for establishing the food
plots but will receive annual rental
payments for their entire CR P acreage
including the food plots

Existing CRP contracts can e
modified and new contracts may be
designed to include CP-12. A wide
variety of plant species incluaimg feed
grains will be permitted in the food
plu-!.*-.

The CRP continues to gain farm.
ers’ acoepiance, and an additional
half-million acres were added in July
to the 2.3 million acres already en
rolled in Texas, George said. Most of
the Texas acreage 18 in the High Plams
and Raolling Plains of Norhwesi
Texss

A fres [eaflet enttled “Managing
for Wildlife with the CRP” is avail
able from the Literature Section
TPWD, 4200 Smith School Road
Austin, Texas 78744

Persons  interested in enrolling
highly-~rodible cropland in CRP
shoubd « . €1 their County Apricul
tural Swabilization and Conservation
Service office

Marlboro Country
Music winners at
Circle G Friday

Football
Contest
Begins

See Page 6
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Message of economic development delivered

A full day of impressive speakers,
an excellent meal and beauuful cen-
terpieces of Texas wild flowers were
the order of the day last Friday for
Tom Reed's economic development
conference. Government and private
sector busingss men and women from
surrounding counties filled the Eagle
Lake Community Center,

While it pmbably depends on who
you talk with as o the benefit atien-
dess received, county apricultural
exiension ageni Leroy Hadjik smd
that it probably was the most impres-
sive group of people ever assembled
in Eagle Lake.

Summarizing several of the speak-
ers, man points focused on working
&5 @ team locally, making sure the
local education system is tops, and
helping local business expand. Atien-
dees included members of the Eagle
Lake City Council and the Rice Con-
solidated t Schaool District
board of tusiees, as well as Supi
Harold King.

Speakers ranged from the head of
the state’s economic development
efforts o an El Campo chamber of
commence representative. The first,
David V. Brandon, executive director
of the Texas Economic Development

Hightower asks
ballot OK’s

The message had meaning, but
Wis entertaining,

State agriculture commissionct
Jim Hightower told luncheon-break
conference atendees last Friday that
the economic picture can be brighter,
He cited examples he knew of around
the state, including two in the Eagle
Lake arca.

But he also asked for voter support
on two 1isues that will be on the ballod
this November.

Hightower was the keynote
speaker at the Community Center
here for the Eagle Lake Conference on
Economic and Business Develop-
ment.

“Vouer approval of Propositions
Four and Six in November will create
the finuacial mechanisms that Texas
agriculture needs o expand like o
thousand blooming wildflowers
acrods our state,” the commissioner is
quoted in a news release available a
the conference. “Forexample, TDA is
now workmg with the local entrepre-

neurs and officials on plans o baild a
french fry processing facility in Whar-
ton County, an epg packing plant in
Fayetie County, a shrimp packing
operation in Brazoria Counly and a
fish farm in Hams County. TDA in-
formation indicates these four proj-
ects have the potential to create 185
jobs, with a first-year sales thut could
toial nearly §37 mullon.

The items on the November ballot
are the Texas Agricultural Finance
Authority (TAFA) and the Texis
Agricultus« Diversification Act
(TADA}.

TAFA provides for the issuance of
345 million in general obligation
bonds and $500 million in revenue
bonds o encourage L.aks o lend 1o
busincises that market wew agricul:
tural crops, process food and fiber, or
export Texas agricultural products,

TADA allows municipal and
county governments, chambers of

(Continued On Back Page)

LCRA’s Freeman strong
on better education

Texas is just “payng lip service”
to educational impeovemeant

Using that and other strong state-
ments about education in Texas, §
David Freeman, LCKA peneral man.
ager, painted a pactere sboul what he
thinks is a major factor in economic
development. He said the state siill
needs o improve the education of is
children.

Freeman was one of the speakers
ot last Friday's conference on eco-
nomi¢ and business development
While mentioning that local eco
nomic development takes “hard, hard
work,” he focused on education

"Marshall your facts about your

community.” he smd in working w
attract local development. But o do
#0, he said it 5 “most important o
provide a reserve for the future, a
human resérve, he smd.

“We haven't really decided 1w
make an investment in education.” i
wias his thinking, as others have said,
that it would be better to make the
commitment o inves! in education
now, rather than pay in the fuure
because the uneducated — and thus
unemployable will be “robbing
and shooting us.” He sugpested we
micrve toward an eta where those with

(Continued On Back Page)

Commission, explained how the stile
agency assists economic growth. The
other, Craig Monigomery, gave a
“show and tell” presentation; he twild
what has been done 10 El Campo and
showed an impressive video (ape
about the city's business climate. It
wias pul iogether with the assisiance of
the Lower Colorado River Authority

There were many other speaken
such S. David Freeman, LCRAS
general manager, and keynole

ipeaker Jim Hightower, Texas
Commissioner of Agriculture

The event, called the Eagle Lake
Conferance on Economic and Busi-
ness Development, was put pether
by Tom Reed of Lake Motors. He is
president af the Eagle Lake Chamber
of Commerce and of the Eagle Lake
Industrial Foundanon. Luncheon was
catered by Anna Les Higpins and her
stalf from Anna Lee's Kitchen,

The wild Nowers added rich color

of LCRA.

When agriculture commissioner Jim Hightower, above, spoke
last Friday in Eagle Lake, the wild flowers of Wildseed, Inc.,
adorned lables and the podlum. Below lefl is Tom Reed who
organized Lhe conlerence on business and economic develop-
mant, and al lower right is 5. David Freeman, gensral managar |

to the guest tables and podium. They
were provided by Jobn Thomas'
Wildseed, Inc.. an Eagle Lake busi-
ness Thomas has developed here over
the past several years. While wild
flowers may be a departure from stan-
dard floral amangements, they werne
much more attractive and colorful, not
o mention meaning ful

Resd introduced speakers duning
the day, Fruom registration and om
through the day, many others in the
community helped the day run
smioothly, The center was sel up the
night before by a voluneer crew that
couldn't begin work until a city plan-

ning meeting finished about 9 pm.
Friday ended with a reception honted
bqum 1912. According 10 in-
formation furnished at the confer-
ence, the Famis and other Eigle Lake
businesses made the conference pos.-
sible: Exgle Lake Concrete Producty,
Inc.; The First National Bank:
lohnny's Spont Shop, Lake Motory,
Inc.; Wildseed, Inc . and Winco Agri-
cultural Products. In addition to the
chamber and industrial foundation,
the conference alvo was sponsored by
the LCRA and the Texas Department
of Agriculure. Each parucipant paid
$15 o register and for the meal.

Tax rate unchanged

for ‘87-'88

in Rice

Cons. school district

There will be no tax increase for
patrons of the Rice Consolidaed In-
dependent  School Distict. AL a
smoothly-run meeting on Thursday
might of last week. the Rice school
board of education adopted the budget
for the school year that stared this
week

When it came time (0 adopt & tax
raie  suppon the bodget. trusiee
Wayne Corman made the motion that
the raje be 77-cents, just as it was last
year. He did so, be said, since this is
the first tax rate in three years he said
he could suppurt. The other years the
Lax rate was increased sliphtly, draw-
ing his dissenting votes. The motion 10
adopt the budget, made by John Tho
mas, and Corman's tax rate motion,
were approved unanimously by all six
trustees. Others voting were Natalie
Dupre, Fritz Leopold, Billy Hefer
and John Matthews. Board president
Repgie Briscoe does not vole unless
there is a lie

This also s a budget the board
called “balanced.” Several past budg-
s were called “deficit” budgets since
they depended on cash on hand at the
stant of the year 10 pay some of the
hills. In thiose s, zars, estimates of reve-
nues were |owsr than estimped
spending. Some of the surplus cash

came from a state program that Gov.
Bill Clements vetoed this year. Extra
funds were given o school distncts
where property values declined more
than eight percent, which was the case
in the Rice distnict the past two years.

This year, revenues are csumated
st $5.66 million, with $1.75 mullion,
ar 30.1 per cent coming from the local
tax levy. While expenditures show
$58 million, some of the revenoes
that come to the district from other
sources (about $80.000) are chan-
neled w other school disoicts, s
Rice CISD is the financial agent
the cooperative adu:m’unprngmn in
the county.

District officials described the
198788 budget as contmining very
few extras. Ome item included is the
esiablishment of & regular library m
the Eagle Lake Primary School, and
the hiring of a person 1o staff it Until
naw, leachers keptextra books in their
rooms, Also included is a new cantle-
hauling gailer for the ag depanment, 3
new transfer van to replace an aging
vehicle, and & mew school bus.

Board members are considering
other items, but will make decisions
about them 3 the vear progrestes.
Financing for those items will come

(Continued On Tack Page)

Major William F. Maley,

patrol funcnons,

Busune

Businesses closed Labor Day

Monday, September 7 is Labor Day, which is considersd a town
hefiday Most businesses will be closed that day 10 observe the hofiday.
Region 11 commander of the Tu-Dtﬂll-
ment of Public Safety, announced that all DPS offices including driver
hicense, will be closed Monday. Although offices will be closed, commu-
nications personnel and troopers will be on duty in arder 0 maintain normal

The Colocado County Courthouse, Farst National Bank of Eagle Lake
and U S Post Office will be closed. The Eagle Lake Headlipht also plans
to ke a day off. All sdvertising and news anticles shoald be in the office
by § pm. Friday, Sepiember 4. Eagle Lake Insurance will be closed
Samprdav god Monday, Seplember 5 and 7.

25 will reopen ut their regalar ime on Tuesday, Seprember &

We Nee

ou!

Fair Junior Queen Queen cornpetttmn this Saturday

John Sweder, (Columbus

Southern Comfiort, winner of the
1987 Mariboro Country Music Taleni

Roundup, will be appeaning at Circle The 1987 Colorado County Fair  will be provided by Damel appel  amts, thewr parents, (and thew spon-  and .
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